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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
SIR: 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and to the duty of disclosure 
set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the Examiner in charge of the above-identified 
application is requested to consider and make of record the references listed on the 
PTO 1449 (R&P) submitted herewith. A copy of each of the listed references is also 
enclosed. 

Although the information submitted herewith may be "material" to the 
Examiner's consideration of the subject application, this submission is not intended 
to constitute an admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed 
invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made. 

The following 5 references are not in the English language: 

1) An Official Action dated March 4, 2003 from the JPO; 

2) Nikkei BP Mooks, Japan, Nikkei Business Publications, Inc. 
(08.01.1998) pp. 94-106; 
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3) JP laid-open 8-16585; 

4) JP laid-open 8-185403; and 

5) JP laid-open 10-289173. 

Reference 2 includes a partial English translation. 

Reference 3 includes a U.S. corresponding patent. 

Reference 4 includes an English language abstract and English 
translation of Fig. 2. 

Reference 5 includes an English language abstract. 

No first Official Action has yet been received and it is presumed that 
none has yet been mailed. No fee or certification is required. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

RespettWlyJ submitted, 



AR:ds Alran Ratner, Reg. No. 19,717 

Attorney for Applicants 

Enclosures: PTO Form 1449 

Copies of (#6 ) References 

Dated: May 15, 2003 

P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482-0980 
(610) 407-0700 



The Assistant Commissioner for Patents is hereby 
authorized to charge payment to Deposit Account 
No. 18-0350 of any fees associated with this 
communication. 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commission for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450 on: 

May IsAomV/i 
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Extension of Time Request 
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I I Express Abandonment Request 



Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement 



Certified Copy of Priority Documents ) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

I I Response to Missing Parts under 
37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



I I Drawing(s) 

I I Licensing-related Papers 

I I Petition 

I I Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

I I Power of Attorney, Revocation, 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 

I I Terminal Disclaimer 

I I Request for Refund 

I I CD, Number of CD(s) 



I | After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

I I Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

I I Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply 
Brief) 

I I Proprietary Information 

I I Status Letter 

DK] Other Enclosure(s) (please 

identify below): 
Postcard 

US PTO Form 1449 with copy of 
©references 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450 on this date: 




May 15,2003 



Name (Print/Type) 



Allan Ratner 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to 
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